
Income and Poverty 
in the United States: 2020

Live News Conference

September 14, 2021



Income and Poverty Estimates

Trudi J. Renwick

Assistant Division Chief

Economic Characteristics

12



13

What is Money Income?

INCLUDES:
• Wages and earnings
• Social Security
• Unemployment
• Retirement
• Interest dividends
• Public Assistance

DOES NOT INCLUDE:
• Taxes Paid
• Tax Credits
• Stimulus payments
• Noncash assistance 

(SNAP, Medicaid, etc.)

Note: Information on money income collected in the CPS ASEC is available in Appendix A "How Income Is Measured“ in 
<Income and Poverty in the United States: 2020>.

https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2021/demo/p60-273.html


Highlights:  
Income, earnings and workers

Notes: Income rounded to nearest $100. Percent changes calculated with unrounded estimates. Information on confidentiality protection, 
sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, is available at <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

• Real median household income decreased 2.9 percent 
to $67,500 between 2019 and 2020. 

• Between 2019 and 2020, the total number of workers 
with earnings decreased by about 3.0 million. The 
number of those who worked full-time, year-round 
decreased by approximately 13.7 million.

• The real median earnings of all workers decreased 1.2 
percent, while the real median earnings of those who 
worked full-time, year-round increased 6.9 percent 
between 2019 and 2020.
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www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf


Real Median Household Income: 1967 to 2020

Recession

Notes: Households as of March of the following year. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. 
The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

Income in thousands (2020 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars)

15

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

1967 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

$48,500

$67,500



R
e
a
l 

M
e
d

ia
n

 H
o

u
s
e
h

o
ld

 I
n

c
o

m
e
: 

1
9
6
7
 t

o
 2

0
2
0

(I
n
c
o
m

e
 i
n
 2

0
2
0
 C

P
I-
U

-R
S

 a
d
ju

s
te

d
 d

o
lla

rs
)

R
e

c
e

s
s

io
n

s

N
o
ve

m
b
e
r 

1
9
4
8

O
c
to

b
e
r

1
9
4
9

Ju
ly

1
9
5
3

M
a
y

1
9
5
4

1
9
6
7

4
8
,5

3
7

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
A

u
g
u
s
t

1
9
5
7

A
p
ri
l

1
9
5
8

1
9
6
8

5
0
,6

2
8

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
A

p
ri
l

1
9
6
0

F
e
b
ru

a
ry

1
9
6
1

1
9
6
9

5
2
,5

1
0

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r

1
9
6
9

N
o
ve

m
b
e
r

1
9
7
0

1
9
7
0

5
2
,1

0
3

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
N

o
ve

m
b
e
r

1
9
7
3

M
a
rc

h
1
9
7
5

1
9
7
1

5
1
,5

9
6

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
Ja

n
u
a
ry

1
9
8
0

Ju
ly

1
9
8
0

1
9
7
2

5
3
,8

0
6

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
Ju

ly
1
9
8
1

N
o
ve

m
b
e
r

1
9
8
2

1
9
7
3

5
4
,8

9
3

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
Ju

ly
1
9
9
0

M
a
rc

h
1
9
9
1

1
9
7
4

5
3
,1

5
4

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
M

a
rc

h
 

2
0
0
1

N
o
ve

m
b
e
r

2
0
0
1

1
9
7
5

5
1
,7

6
2

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r 

2
0
0
7

Ju
n
e

2
0
0
9

1
9
7
6

5
2
,6

2
1

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

F
e
b
ru

a
ry

 
2
0
2
0

  
A

p
ri
l 

2
0
2
0

1
9
7
7

5
2
,9

5
4

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
7
8

5
5
,0

0
4

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
7
9

5
4
,8

9
9

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
8
0

5
3
,1

1
6

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
8
1

5
2
,2

7
2

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
8
2

5
2
,1

3
0

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
8
3

5
1
,7

6
4

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
8
4

5
3
,3

3
7

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
8
5

5
4
,3

3
4

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
8
6

5
6
,2

9
1

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
8
7

5
6
,9

6
4

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
8
8

5
7
,4

3
3

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
8
9

5
8
,4

2
5

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
9
0

5
7
,6

7
7

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
9
1

5
5
,9

9
2

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
9
2

5
5
,5

5
9

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
9
3

5
5
,2

6
3

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
9
4

5
5
,9

0
5

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
9
5

5
7
,6

5
5

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
9
6

5
8
,4

9
4

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
9
7

5
9
,6

9
7

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
9
8

6
1
,8

9
1

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

1
9
9
9

6
3
,4

2
3

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
0
0

6
3
,2

9
2

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
0
1

6
1
,8

8
9

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
0
2

6
1
,1

9
0

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
0
3

6
1
,1

1
3

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

 2
0
0
4

1
6
0
,9

0
1

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
0
5

6
1
,5

5
3

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
0
6

6
2
,0

3
3

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
0
7

6
2
,8

6
5

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
0
8

6
0
,6

2
4

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
0
9

6
0
,2

0
0

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
1
0

5
8
,6

2
7

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
1
1

5
7
,7

3
2

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
1
2

5
7
,6

2
3

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

 2
0
1
3

2
5
7
,8

0
8

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

 2
0
1
3

3
5
9
,6

4
0

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
1
4

5
8
,7

2
5

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
1
5

6
1
,7

4
8

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
1
6

6
3
,6

8
3

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

 2
0
1
7

6
4
,8

0
6

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

 2
0
1
7

4
6
4
,5

5
7

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
1
8

6
5
,1

2
7

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
1
9

6
9
,5

6
0

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2
0
2
0

6
7
,5

2
1

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

S
o

u
rc

e
: 
U

.S
. 
C

e
n

s
u

s
 B

u
re

a
u

, 
C

u
rr

e
n

t 
P

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n
 S

u
rv

e
y,

 1
9

6
8

 t
o

 2
0

2
1

 A
n

n
u

a
l 
S

o
c
ia

l 
a

n
d

 E
c
o

n
o

m
ic

 S
u

p
p

le
m

e
n

ts
 (

C
P

S
 

A
S

E
C

).

Y
e
a
r

T
ro

u
g
h
 m

o
n
th

Y
e
a
r

M
e
d
ia

n
 I
n
c
o
m

e

P
e
a
k
 m

o
n
th

Y
e
a
r

S
o
u
rc

e
: 

N
a
ti
o
n
a
l 
B

u
re

a
u
 o

f 
E

c
o
n
o
m

ic
 R

e
s
e
a
rc

h
, 

<
w

w
w

.n
b
e
r.

o
rg

/r
e
s
e
a
rc

h
/d

a
ta

/u
s
-b

u
s
in

e
s
s
-c

y
c
le

-e
x
p
a
n
s
io

n
s
-a

n
d
-

c
o
n
tr

a
c
ti
o
n
s
>

.

1
 T

h
e

 2
0

0
4

 d
a

ta
 h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 r
e

vi
s

e
d

 t
o

 r
e

fl
e

c
t 
a

 c
o

rr
e

c
ti
o

n
 t
o

 t
h

e
 w

e
ig

h
ts

 i
n

 t
h

e
 2

0
0

5
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

.
2
 T

h
e

 2
0

1
4

 C
P

S
 A

S
E

C
 i
n

c
lu

d
e

d
 r

e
d

e
s

ig
n

e
d

 q
u

e
s

ti
o

n
s

 f
o

r 
in

c
o

m
e

 a
n

d
 h

e
a

lt
h

 i
n

s
u

ra
n

c
e

 c
o

ve
ra

g
e

. 
A

ll
 o

f 
th

e
 

a
p

p
ro

xi
m

a
te

ly
 9

8
,0

0
0

 a
d

d
re

s
s

e
s

 w
e

re
 e

li
g

ib
le

 t
o

 r
e

c
e

iv
e

 t
h

e
 r

e
d

e
s

ig
n

e
d

 s
e

t 
o

f 
h

e
a

lt
h

 i
n

s
u

ra
n

c
e

 c
o

ve
ra

g
e

 q
u

e
s

ti
o

n
s

. 

T
h

e
 r

e
d

e
s

ig
n

e
d

 i
n

c
o

m
e

 q
u

e
s

ti
o

n
s

 w
e

re
 i
m

p
le

m
e

n
te

d
 t
o

 a
 s

u
b

s
a

m
p

le
 o

f 
th

e
s

e
 9

8
,0

0
0

 a
d

d
re

s
s

e
s

 u
s

in
g

 a
 p

ro
b

a
b

il
it
y 

s
p

li
t 
p

a
n

e
l 
d

e
s

ig
n

. 
A

p
p

ro
xi

m
a

te
ly

 6
8

,0
0

0
 a

d
d

re
s

s
e

s
 w

e
re

 e
li
g

ib
le

 t
o

 r
e

c
e

iv
e

 a
 s

e
t 
o

f 
in

c
o

m
e

 q
u

e
s

ti
o

n
s

 s
im

il
a

r 
to

 t
h

o
s

e
 

u
s

e
d

 i
n

 t
h

e
 2

0
1

3
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

 a
n

d
 t
h

e
 r

e
m

a
in

in
g

 3
0

,0
0

0
 a

d
d

re
s

s
e

s
 w

e
re

 e
li
g

ib
le

 t
o

 r
e

c
e

iv
e

 t
h

e
 r

e
d

e
s

ig
n

e
d

 i
n

c
o

m
e

 

q
u

e
s

ti
o

n
s

. 
T

h
e

 s
o

u
rc

e
 o

f 
th

e
s

e
 2

0
1

3
 e

s
ti
m

a
te

s
 i
s

 t
h

e
 p

o
rt

io
n

 o
f 
th

e
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

 s
a

m
p

le
 w

h
ic

h
 r

e
c
e

iv
e

d
 t
h

e
 i
n

c
o

m
e

 

q
u

e
s

ti
o

n
s

 c
o

n
s

is
te

n
t 
w

it
h

 t
h

e
 2

0
1

3
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

, 
a

p
p

ro
xi

m
a

te
ly

 6
8

,0
0

0
 a

d
d

re
s

s
e

s
. 

3
 T

h
e

 s
o

u
rc

e
 o

f 
th

e
s

e
 2

0
1

3
 e

s
ti
m

a
te

s
 i
s

 t
h

e
 p

o
rt

io
n

 o
f 
th

e
 C

P
S

 A
S

E
C

 s
a

m
p

le
 w

h
ic

h
 r

e
c
e

iv
e

d
 t
h

e
 r

e
d

e
s

ig
n

e
d

 i
n

c
o

m
e

 

q
u

e
s

ti
o

n
s

, 
a

p
p

ro
xi

m
a

te
ly

 3
0

,0
0

0
 a

d
d

re
s

s
e

s
.

4
 E

s
ti
m

a
te

s
 r

e
fl
e

c
t 
th

e
 i
m

p
le

m
e

n
ta

ti
o

n
 o

f 
a

n
 u

p
d

a
te

d
 d

a
ta

 p
ro

c
e

s
s

in
g

 s
ys

te
m

, 
a

ll
o

w
in

g
 u

s
e

rs
 t
o

 e
va

lu
a

te
 t
h

e
 i
m

p
a

c
t,
 

a
n

d
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e

 u
s

e
d

 t
o

 m
a

k
e

 c
o

m
p

a
ri

s
o

n
s

 t
o

 2
0

1
8

 a
n

d
 s

u
b

s
e

q
u

e
n

t 
ye

a
rs

. 

N
o

te
: 
F

o
r 

c
h

a
n

g
e

s
 i
n

 s
u

rv
e

y 
a

n
d

 d
a

ta
 p

ro
c
e

s
s

in
g

 m
e

th
o

d
o

lo
g

y,
 r

e
fe

r 
to

 f
o

o
tn

o
te

s
 i
n

 T
a

b
le

 A
-2

 o
f 
th

e
 r

e
p

o
rt

, 
In

c
o

m
e

 a
n

d
 

P
o

v
e

rt
y
 i
n

 t
h

e
 U

n
it
e

d
 S

ta
te

s
: 
2

0
2

0
, 
U

.S
. 
C

e
n

s
u

s
 B

u
re

a
u

, 
C

u
rr

e
n

t 
P

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n
 R

e
p

o
rt

s
, 
P

6
0

-2
7

3
. 
In

fo
rm

a
ti
o

n
 o

n
 

c
o

n
fi
d

e
n

ti
a

li
ty

 p
ro

te
c
ti
o

n
, 
s

a
m

p
li
n

g
 e

rr
o

r,
 n

o
n

s
a

m
p

li
n

g
 e

rr
o

r,
 a

n
d

 d
e

fi
n

it
io

n
s

 i
s

 a
va

il
a

b
le

 a
t 

<
h

tt
p

s
:/
/w

w
w

2
.c

e
n

s
u

s
.g

o
v/

p
ro

g
ra

m
s

-s
u

rv
e

ys
/c

p
s

/t
e

c
h

d
o

c
s

/c
p

s
m

a
r2

1
.p

d
f>

.



Real Median Household Income by Race and 
Hispanic Origin of Householder: 1967 to 2020

Recession
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Notes: Households as of March of the following year. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The 
data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Median Household Income and Percent Change by Selected 
Characteristics: 2019 to 2020

17-20

Notes: Households as of March of the following year. Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically different from 
zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Income rounded to nearest $100. Percent changes calculated with unrounded 
estimates. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

2020 Median Income Change: 2019 to 2020



Estimate
Margin of 

error
1
 (±)

Estimate
Margin of 

error
1
 (±)

Estimate
Margin of 

error
1
 (±)

Under 65 years 93,524 78,845 1,165 94,243 76,800 737 *-2.6 1.40

65 years and older 34,927 47,949 923 35,688 46,360 934 *-3.3 2.23

Native-born 108,851 70,342 971 110,348 68,795 977 *-2.2 1.58

Foreign-born 19,600 65,711 1,954 19,584 61,984 907 *-5.7 2.67

Northeast 22,031 77,172 1,976 22,082 75,211 1,640 -2.5 2.63

Midwest 27,757 69,208 1,846 27,865 66,968 1,734 *-3.2 3.08

South 49,486 62,657 775 50,385 61,243 821 *-2.3 1.40

West 29,177 76,714 1,260 29,600 74,951 1,275 *-2.3 1.91

Inside metropolitan statistical areas 110,679 72,859 708 111,999 70,956 666 *-2.6 1.03

...Inside principal cities 42,992 64,541 1,606 43,470 62,444 1,178 *-3.2 2.56

...Outside principal cities 67,687 78,133 1,034 68,528 76,022 874 *-2.7 1.32

Outside metropolitan statistical areas 17,772 52,750 1,165 17,933 51,616 1,157 -2.1 2.50

Income Summary Measures by Selected Characteristics: 2019 and 2020
(Income in 2020 dollars, adjusted using the CPI-U-RS. Households as of March of the following year. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 

definitions is available at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf>)

Characteristic
Number 

(thousands)

Number 

(thousands)

Percent change in

real median income

(2020 less 2019)*

2019 2020

Median income

(dollars)

Median income

(dollars)

Age of Householder

Nativity of Householder

2 Information on metropolitan statistical areas and principal cities is available at <www.census.gov/programs-surveys/metro-micro/about/glossary.html>.

Note: Inflation-adjusted estimates may differ slightly from other published data due to rounding.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

Region

Residence2

* An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.
1 A margin of error (MOE) is a measure of an estimate's variability. The larger the MOE in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the estimate. This number, when added to 

and subtracted from the estimate, forms the 90 percent confidence interval. MOEs shown in this table are based on standard errors calculated using replicate weights.



Gini Index of Money Income: 1967 to 2020
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1967 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

0.489

0.397

Gini index

Notes: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect 
the implementation of the redesigned income questions. In 1993, there was a change in data collection methodology.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Notes: Medians rounded to nearest $100. Percent changes calculated with unrounded estimates. Households as of March of the following year. Statistically 
significant indicates the change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Post-tax income is defined as money income net of federal and 
state income taxes and credits, payroll taxes (FICA), and economic impact payments (EIP). Information on money income collected in the CPS ASEC is available in 
Appendix A "How Income Is Measured“ in <Income and Poverty in the United States: 2020>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).

Money Income to Post-tax Income Percent Change

Median 2020
(All households)

Money Income             $67,500

Post-tax Income           $62,800

Gini Index

Money Income 0.489

Post-tax Income           0.428

-7.0

-12.3

Change: 2020 Money Income to 
Post-tax Income

https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2021/demo/p60-273.html


Estimate
Margin of 

error
2
 (±)

Estimate
Margin of 

error
2
 (±)

Estimate
Margin of 

error
2
 (±)

Median income (all households) 67,521 782 62,773 575 *-7.0 0.40

Gini index of income inequality 0.489 0.0040 0.428 0.0034 *-12.3 0.11

1 Information on money income collected in the CPS ASEC is available in Appendix A "How Income Is Measured" of the Income and Poverty in the United 

States: 2020 report available at <https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2021/demo/p60-273.html>. 

3 Post-tax income is defined as money income net of federal and state income taxes and credits, payroll taxes (FICA), and economic impact payments 

(EIP).

2 A margin of error (MOE) is a measure of an estimate's variability. The larger the MOE in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the 

estimate. This number, when added to and subtracted from the estimate, forms the 90 percent confidence interval. MOEs shown in this table are based 

on standard errors calculated using replicate weights.

Money Income to Post-Tax Income Percent Change: 2020
(Households as of March of the following year. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available 

at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf>)

Characteristic

Percent difference*,4Money income1 Post-tax income3

Note: Inflation-adjusted estimates may differ slightly from other published data due to rounding.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).

*An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.

4 Calculated estimate may be different due to rounded components.
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Notes: Medians shown in 2020 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars rounded to nearest $100. Percent changes calculated with unrounded estimates. Households as of March of 
the following year. Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Post-tax income is defined as 
money income net of federal and state income taxes and credits, payroll taxes (FICA), and economic impact payments (EIP). Information on money income collected 
in the CPS ASEC is available in Appendix A "How Income Is Measured“ in <Income and Poverty in the United States: 2020>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

Money Income and Post-tax Income Percent Change: 
2018 to 2019 and 2019 to 2020

-2.9

4.0

0.9

-3.1

Change: 2019 to 2020
Median 2018          2019            2020
(All households)

Money Income         $65,100     $69,600      $67,500

Post-tax Income       $56,900     $60,300 $62,800

Gini Index

Money Income 0.486        0.484         0.489

Post-tax Income           0.442        0.442         0.428

6.8

6.0

-0.2

Z

Change: 2018 to 2019

https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2021/demo/p60-273.html


Estimate
Margin of 

error1 (±)
Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±)
Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±)
Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±)
Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±)

Money Income2 65,127 712 69,560 916 67,521 782 *6.8 1.55 *-2.9 1.34

Post-Tax Income3 56,925 473 60,330 600 62,773 575 *6.0 1.17 *4.0 1.07

Money Income2 0.486 0.0035 0.484 0.0036 0.489 0.0040 -0.2 0.99 0.9 1.0

Post-Tax Income3 0.442 0.0031 0.442 0.0032 0.428 0.0034 Z 0.95 *-3.1 0.97

*An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.

Note: Inflation-adjusted estimates may differ slightly from other published data due to rounding.

(Medians shown in 2020 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars. Households as of March of the following year. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 

definitions, see <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf>)

2018 2019

Characteristic

2020

Money Income and Post-Tax Income Percent Change: 2018 to 2019 and 2019 to 2020

1 A margin of error (MOE) is a measure of an estimate's variability. The larger the MOE in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the estimate. This number, when added to 

and subtracted from the estimate, forms the 90 percent confidence interval. MOEs shown in this table are based on standard errors calculated using replicate weights. 

2  Information on money income collected in the CPS ASEC is available in Appendix A "How Income Is Measured" of the Income and Poverty in the United States: 2020 report available at 

<https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2021/demo/p60-273.html>. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2019 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

3 Post-tax income is defined as money income net of federal and state income taxes and credits, payroll taxes (FICA), and economic impact payments (EIP).

Percent change 

(2019 less 2018)*

Percent change 

(2020 less 2019)*

Gini index

Median (All households)
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Workers with Earnings by Sex: 1967 to 2020

Numbers in millions Recession

45.9 million

87.6 million

79.2 million

59.6 million

1967 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

Males

Total workers Full-time, year-round workers

Notes: Workers aged 15 and older as of March of the following year with earnings. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an 
updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Percent Change in Median Earnings and Number of 
Workers: 2007 to 2009 and 2019 to 2020

28-31

Notes: All changes are statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Workers aged 15 and older as of March of the following year with 
earnings. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2008, 2010, 2020, and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).



Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±) Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±) Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±) Estimate

Margin of 

error1 (±)

All Workers *-4.0 0.53 *-1.2 0.60 *-2.4 0.44 *-1.7 0.51

Men *-4.2 0.91 Z 2.34 *-3.0 0.53 *-1.6 0.69

Women *-2.8 0.88 *-1.2 1.04 *-1.8 0.64 *-1.9 0.72

Full-Time, Year-Round Workers *-0.6 0.55 *6.9 0.76 *-8.6 0.64 *-11.5 0.72

Men 1.0 1.01 *5.6 1.62 *-11.0 0.82 *-11.2 0.93

Women -0.1 0.86 *6.5 0.87 *-5.3 1.04 *-11.9 1.14

Percent Change in Earnings and Number of Workers: 2007 to 2009 and 2019 to 2020
(People 15 years and older as of March of the following year with earnings. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 

definitions is available at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf>)

Characteristic

Percent change

median earnings*

Percent change

number of workers*

2007 to 2009 2019 to 2020 2007 to 2009 2019 to 2020

PEOPLE WITH EARNINGS

*An asterisk preceding an estimate indicates change is statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.

Z Rounds to zero.
1 A margin of error (MOE) is a measure of an estimate's variability. The larger the MOE in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the estimate. This 

number, when added to and subtracted from the estimate, forms the 90 percent confidence interval. MOEs shown in this table are based on standard errors 

calculated using replicate weights.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2008, 2010, 2020, and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).



Share of Full-time, Year-round Job Losses by Earnings: 
2007 to 2009 and 2019 to 2020 

32

Notes: All changes are statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.  Earnings in 2020 CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars. Full-time, year-round 
workers aged 15 and older as of March of the following year with earnings. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2008, 2010, 2020, and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

35.4%

53.5%

64.6%

46.5%

2007-2009

2019-2020

Less than $34,000 Greater than $34,000

(Share of job losses)



Estimate Margin of error1 (±) Estimate Margin of error1 (±)

2007-2009 0.354 0.0744 0.646 0.0977

2019-2020 0.535 0.0621 0.465 0.0745

(Full-time, year-round workers aged 15 and older with earnings. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling 

error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-

surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf>)

Share of Full-time, Year-round Job Losses by Earnings: 2007 to 2009 and 

2019 to 2020

1 A margin of error (MOE) is a measure of an estimate's variability. The larger the MOE in relation to the size of the 

estimate, the less reliable the estimate. This number, when added to and subtracted from the estimate, forms the 

90 percent confidence interval. MOEs shown in this table are based on standard errors calculated using replicate 

weights.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2008, 2010, 2020, and 2021 Annual Social and Economic 

Supplements (CPS ASEC).

Years
Earnings less than $34,000 Earnings greater than $34,000



Highlights: 
Official Poverty

• The official poverty rate in 2020 was 11.4 percent, up
1.0 percentage point from 10.5 percent in 2019. This is 
the first increase in poverty after five consecutive 
annual declines.

• The number of people in poverty in 2020 was 37.2 
million, approximately 3.3 million more than 2019. 

• In 2020, a family with two adults and two children was 
categorized as “in poverty” if their income was less 
than $26,246 dollars.

Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at 
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 33

https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf
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Notes: People as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The data 
for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

Poverty Rate and Number in Poverty: 
1959 to 2020

Percent

37.2 
million

39.5 
million

Number in Poverty

22.4% Poverty rate

11.4%

34

Recession



1959 39.5 22.4 1989 31.5 12.8 2017 1 39.6 12.3 November 1948 October 1949

1960 39.9 22.2 1990 33.6 13.5 2018 38.1 11.8 July 1953 May 1954

1961 39.6 21.9 1991 12 35.7 14.2 2019 34.0 10.5 August 1957 April 1958

1962 38.6 21.0 1992 11 38.0 14.8 2020 37.2 11.4 April 1960 February 1961

1963 36.4 19.5 1993 10 39.3 15.1 0.0 0.0 December 1969 November 1970

1964 36.1 19.0 1994 9 38.1 14.5 0.0 0.0 November 1973 March 1975

1965 33.2 17.3 1995 8 36.4 13.8 0.0 0.0 January 1980 July 1980

1966 28.5 14.7 1996 36.5 13.7 0.0 0.0 July 1981 November 1982

1967 # 27.8 14.2 1997 35.6 13.3 0.0 0.0 July 1990 March 1991

1968 25.4 12.8 1998 34.5 12.7 0.0 0.0 March 2001 November 2001

1969 24.1 12.1 1999 7 32.8 11.9 0.0 0.0 December 2007 June 2009

1970 25.4 12.6 2000 6 31.6 11.3 0.0 0.0 March 2020 April 2020

1971 # 25.6 12.5 2001 32.9 11.7 0.0 0.0 Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research

1972 # 24.5 11.9 2002 34.6 12.1 0.0 0.0

1973 23.0 11.1 2003 35.9 12.5 0.0 0.0

1974 # 23.4 11.2 2004 5 37.0 12.7 0.0 0.0

1975 25.9 12.3 2005 37.0 12.6 0.0 0.0

1976 25.0 11.8 2006 36.5 12.3 0.0 0.0

1977 24.7 11.6 2007 37.3 12.5 0.0 0.0

1978 24.5 11.4 2008 39.8 13.2 0.0 0.0

1979 # 26.1 11.7 2009 43.6 14.3 0.0 0.0

1980 29.3 13.0 2010 4 46.2 15.1 0.0 0.0

1981 # 31.8 14.0 2011 46.2 15.0 0.0 0.0 13,171

1982 34.4 15.0 2012 46.5 15.0 0.0 0.0 13,465

1983 35.3 15.2 2013 3
45.3 14.5 0.0 0.0 12,413

1984 # 33.7 14.4 2013 2
46.3 14.8 0.0 0.0

1985 # 33.1 14.0 2014 46.7 14.8 0.0 0.0 16,733

1986 32.4 13.6 2015 43.1 13.5 0.0 0.0 17,331

1987 # 32.2 13.4 2016 40.6 12.7 0.0 0.0 15,644

1988 # 31.7 13 2017 39.7 12.3 0.0 0.0

20,591

26,496

31,417

35,499

40,406

44,755
53,905

Year Year

Three people

Four people

One person (unrelated individual)

  Householder 65 years and older

  Householder under 65 years 

Two people

  65 years and older

Size of family unit

Number in 

Poverty
Poverty Rate

  Under 65 years 

Year

<www.nber.org/research/data/us-business-cycle-

expansions-and-contractions>.

Poverty Rate and Number in Poverty: 1959 to 2020
(Numbers in millions, Rates in percent)

Threshold

Recessions

YearPeak month Trough month Year

Weighted Average Poverty 

Thresholds in 2020

Number in 

Poverty
Poverty Rate

Number in 

Poverty
Poverty Rate

Six people

Five peopleFor footnotes, see last slide of Poverty section.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).  

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see <www2.census.gov/programs-

surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf>.  

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2021 

Annual Economic Supplement.

Nine people or more 

Eight people

Seven people



Poverty Rates by Race and Hispanic 
Origin: 1959 to 2020
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Percent

Non-Hispanic White

Hispanic (any race)

Asian

Black

55.1%

22.8%

16.1%

7.5%  

Recession

17.0%

8.1%
8.2%

19.5%

Notes: People as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The data for 
2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Data for Black individuals is not available from 1960 to 1965.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Poverty Rates by Age: 1959 to 2020
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Notes: People as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The data for 
2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Data for people aged 18 to 64 and 65 and older are not available from 
1960 to 1965. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Poverty Rates by Age: 1959 to 2019
(Percent)

1959 27.3 17.0 35.2 1989 19.6 10.2 11.4 2017 1 17.4 11.1 9.6 November 1948 October 1949

1960 26.9 N N 1990 20.6 10.7 12.2 2018 16.2 10.7 9.7 July 1953 May 1954

1961 25.6 N N 1991 12 21.8 11.4 12.4 2019 14.4 9.4 8.9 August 1957 April 1958

1962 25.0 N N 1992 11 22.3 11.9 12.9 2020 16.1 10.4 9 April 1960 February 1961

1963 23.1 N N 1993 10 22.7 12.4 12.2 December 1969 November 1970

1964 23.0 N N 1994 9 21.8 11.9 11.7 November 1973 March 1975

1965 21.0 N N 1995 8 20.8 11.4 10.5 January 1980 July 1980

1966 17.6 10.5 28.5 1996 20.5 11.4 10.8 July 1981 November 1982

1967 21 16.6 10.0 29.5 1997 19.9 10.9 10.5 July 1990 March 1991

1968 15.6 9.0 25.0 1998 18.9 10.5 10.5 March 2001 November 2001

1969 14.0 8.7 25.3 1999 7 17.1 10.1 9.7 December 2007 June 2009

1970 15.1 9.0 24.6 2000 6 16.2 9.6 9.9 March 2020 April 2020

1971 20 15.3 9.3 21.6 2001 16.3 10.1 10.1 Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research

1972 19 15.1 8.8 18.6 2002 16.7 10.6 10.4

1973 14.4 8.3 16.3 2003 17.6 10.8 10.2

1974 18 15.4 8.3 14.6 2004 5 17.8 11.3 9.8

1975 17.1 9.2 15.3 2005 17.6 11.1 10.1

1976 16.0 9.0 15.0 2006 17.4 10.8 9.4

1977 16.2 8.8 14.1 2007 18.0 10.9 9.7

1978 15.9 8.7 14.0 2008 19.0 11.7 9.7

1979 17 16.4 8.9 15.2 2009 20.7 12.9 8.9

1980 18.3 10.1 15.7 2010 4
22.0 13.8 8.9

1981 16 20.0 11.1 15.3 2011 21.9 13.7 8.7

1982 21.9 12.0 14.6 2012 21.8 13.7 9.1

1983 22.3 12.4 13.8 2013 3
19.9 13.6 9.5

1984 15 21.5 11.7 12.4 2013 2
21.5 13.3 10.2

1985 14 20.7 11.3 12.6 2014 21.1 13.5 10.0

1986 20.5 10.8 12.4 2015 19.7 12.4 8.8

1987 13 20.3 10.6 12.5 2016 18.0 11.6 9.3

1988 13 19.5 10.5 12.0 2017 17.5 11.2 9.2

www.nber.org/research/data/us-business-cycle-

expansions-and-contractions

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2021 Annual Social and  Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).  For information on 

confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf>.
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and older
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Under 
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and older
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Under 
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Year YearYear

N   Not available.

Footnotes available on last slide of Poverty section
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Notes: Families as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The data 
for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 37
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Poverty Rates and Percentage Point Change by Selected 
Characteristics: 2019 to 2020

Note: People as of March of the following year. Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically different from zero at 
the 90 percent confidence level. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2020 and 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 39-42
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